Cwmbiga Farm’s Environmental Policy

At Cwmbiga, we are committed to providing a good visitor experience whilst complying with relevant environmental legislation and continually seeking ways to minimise the environmental impact of our activities.  Guests stay in accommodation designed for sustainable tourism, on a farm parts of which are specifically managed for wildlife and which features wood and solar fuelled central heating.

As part of this commitment we are members of the Green Tourism Business Scheme which provides accreditation and encouragement for tourism businesses to reduce the environmental impact of their activities.  We are also tourism ambassadors for the Cambrian Mountains Initiative, a group [of which HRH Prince Charles is patron] set up to promote local food and responsible tourism within the Mountains.  

We have acted on the advice offered by the Montgomeryshire Wildlife Trust on how to maintain and improve wildlife habitats on our land: particularly on how to promote biodiversity.
At Cwmbiga we encourage guests to consider their environmental impact and where possible to:
· compost green kitchen waste.

· recycle bottles, cans and paper and to use recycled paper products.

· support local food producers / restaurants by recommendation.

· use environmentally friendly washing and cleaning products.
· leave hazardous waste such as batteries with us for safe disposal at our local recycling centre [Potters Recycling]
· think local, stay local 
At Cwmbiga, we: 

· built the holiday cottages to a high standard [their "Environmental Index" calculated for building regulations is 95A ie excellent], installed only appliances that are A rated or better and used only clay based paints in the cottages.
· have fitted toilets that are dual flush (min 3 litres per flush) and showers fitted with aerating heads to reduce water usage.  

· generate heat and hot water by 40 square metres of solar thermal panels and a 50kW log burning boiler.  Our wood fuel [unprocessed logs] is supplied by the Forestry Commission from the Hafren Forest in which the farm is situated.

· provide environmentally friendly washing products and cleaning materials for the use of our guests [we also use the same products, micro fibre cloths and minimal water in our cottage cleaning routine]. 

· recycle glass, plastic, paper, tin foil, cardboard, tin cans, clothes and shoes

· compost all food and garden waste 

· use only low energy light bulbs.
· buy only electricity that is 100% supplied from renewable resources, by Good Energy. 
· have planted 1250 trees (mixed hardwoods, including oaks) on our land in an attempt to promote further bio diversity.  
· have converted the partnership’s car to run on LPG, a cleaner fuel. 
· encourage sustainable tourism by making specific provision for walkers and cyclists.

· make information available on low impact and local activities and encourage our guests to support local producers, pubs, restaurants and cafes. 
· welcome suggestions from customers on how we can improve our environmental policy, to protect the environment even more and to increase the enjoyment of their stay.
